Wilsons Promontory 
National Park 


Conservation & 
Environment 


The Prom 


The most southerly part of the Australian mainland, “the 
Prom’ is one of Victoria’s largest and most popular national 
parks. With its 130km of outstanding coastal scenery 
backed by spectacular granite ranges, it must also rate as 
one of the most beautiful parts of Australia. 


Packed into a relatively small tongue of land are tall forests, 
fern gullies, heathlands, beaches and salt marshes, 
providing shelter and food for a wide variety of wildlife 
species such as kangaroos, possums, koalas and wombats. 
Common birds include rosellas, lorikeets, wattle birds and 
seabirds. One of the features of this national park is the 
tameness of the birds and animals at Tidal River. 


5 Location and access 

The park is 230km south-east of Melbourne, and is reached 
by travelling along the South Gippsland Highway and turning 
south at Meeniyan or Foster. Tidal River, where the main 
visitor facilities are situated, is 32km inside the park boundary. 
Limited public transport is available to the park. 


Things to see and do 
There is something for everyone to do at the Prom. 


PY The main entrance road to Tidal River is one of 
V8 Victoria's most scenic drives. The notes on the back 
of this brochure describe the features along the 
way. Side roads provide access to car parks close 

to beaches and bushland. 


o An information centre at Tidal River contains 
displays, publications, and audio-visual programs 
covering all aspects of the park. A visit there is 

highly recommended. 


Over 20 walking tracks lead to most parts of the 
Prom. Walks range from easy strolls on flat ground 
to more strenuous overnight hikes. There are also 
several self-guided nature walks. All the main walks 
are described in the book Discovering the Prom on 
Foot available from the information centre. 


ae] A variety of beaches provide opportunities for 

relaxing, swimming and surfing. Norman Bay is 

the safest beach for swimming; some of the other 
beaches are subject to strong currents. 


FE There are numerous picnic spots in the park. Toilets 
are provided at the major car parks and electric 
barbecues at the main car park at Norman Bay. 


© During the summer, Easter and school holidays, 
rangers and other staff guide visitors on walks and 
spotlight tours, lead children’s nature activities, and 
give slide talks at night. 
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G Camping area 


ZÑ Outstation campsites 


Accommodation fi 


The park offers a wide range of accommodation. 
s Flats and lodges with 2 to 6 beds provide 
comfortable self-contained accommodation. 


e Group lodges with 12, 24 and 30 beds have modern 
facilities and are available for schools and other groups. 


° Motor huts with 4 or 6 beds provide compact but 
attractive and economical shelter. 
e The Tidal River camping area has 500 sites. It is 


beautifully situated near the beach and river. Toilets, 
hot showers and laundry facilities are provided, but 
there are no powered sites and generators are not 
permitted. Campfires are not permitted at campsites, 
so it is necessary to bring a gas or liquid fuel stove. 


Bookings 
It can be important to book your accommodation early, 
particularly in peak periods. 

e Flats, Lodges and Group Lodges can be booked up to 
6 months in advance (phone (056) 80 8500 Mon-Fri, 
9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m.). 

e Motor Huts can be booked from the first day of the month 
preceding the month in which accommodation is required 

. (phone (056) 80 8538). 

e Campsite bookings are essential for Christmas and Easter 
holidays, Labour Day Weekend and Melbourne Cup Day 
Weekend. Christmas bookings open on 1 June (phone 
(056) 80 8538). 


Other facilities 3 o Eg 


There is a general store, a take-away food shop and a post 
office at Tidal River. Petrol diesel and L.P. gas are available. 
An open air cinema is open during the main holiday period. A 
doctor is usually in residence during the summer holidays. 


Looking after the park 


Please help care for the park by observing the common-sense 
regulations which apply. 


e No firearms, dogs, and other pets are allowed in the park. 


e Fires are not permitted at camp sites. Light fires only in the 
fireplaces provided. 


e All plants and animals are protected and must not be 
disturbed. 


e Put rubbish in the bins provided. 
e If hiking, “carry out what you carry in’. 
e Observe speed restrictions on roads. 


Camping and hiking away from Tidal River 
The park offers a range of opportunities for hiking and 
camping out. To avoid overcrowding, permits are required 
for all overnight hikes. These can be obtained in the park, 
or by mail at least one month in advance. 


Camping areas for hikers in the southern section of the park 
have basic facilities. Fires are not permitted at-many of the 
campsites because of lack of firewood. Check at Tidal 
River Office for current details. No facilities are provided in 
the more exposed northern section of the park, which may 
be closed for camping in summer because of the lack of 
water. 


Marine parks and reserves 

The waters around the Prom are now protected too. 
Information on fishing regulations, and a guide to snorkelling 
and scuba diving, are available at the information centre. 


People intending to visit Wilsons Promontory by boat must 
obtain a permit to camp in the national park. Enquiries 
should be directed to the park office at Tidal River. 

Most of the offshore islands are included in the national 
park and are set aside as wildlife refuges; landing is not 
permitted. 


Fi Further information 
Arange of publications and general information is available 
at the information centre at Tidal River (open 8.30am to 
4.30pm daily). 
Phone (056) 80 8538, or write to: Ranger-in-Charge, Wilsons 
Promontory National Park, Tidal River via Foster, 3960. 
For information on accommodation outside the Prom and 
other attractions in South Gippsland - contact South 
Gippsland Tourism Association (056) 55 2233 Monday to 
Friday between 9.00am - 5.00pm. 
We hope you enjoy your visit to the Prom. 
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J The Prom 
æ | Nature Drive 


These notes introduce you to some of the features along 
the road between Yanakie and Darby River. Watch out for 
the numbered signposts by the road. 


Please drive slowly; there are often animals on the road. 
Remember that all plants and animals are protected in 
the park. 


1 Yanakie Isthmus 
You are now driving across the Yanakie Isthmus, a 
sandy bar joining the promontory to the mainland. 


The Promontory has an interesting history. Atone stage 
it was an island, but the gradual build-up of drifting 
sands in the sheltered water between the island and the 
mainland joined the Prom to the rest of Australia perhaps 
100,000 years ago. 


After that, when sea levels fell, the Prom became for a 
time one of the highest points on a corridor of land which 
linked Tasmania and the mainland. The land bridge 
was cut for the last time by rising sea levels less than 
15,000 years ago, making Tasmania an island. 


People on the Prom 

The Aborigines knew this areas as Wamoon. They 
visited it frequently to obtain shellfish on its rocky 
shores, and the remains of their shellfish meals are 
evident as discarded shells in the kitchen middens 
around the coastline. 


January 2nd 1798 was an important day in the lives of 
the Brataualung people, though they did not realize it at 
the time. On that day, George Bass and his oarsman, 
who started outin their tiny whaleboat from Port Jackson, 
first spotted the Promontory. 


Bass started a sealing rush to the area with his optimistic 
report of plentiful supplies and safe anchorage at Sealers 
Cove and Lady Bay (now Refuge Cove). In the early 
days, sealing, timber-cutting, tin-mining and grazing 
were important activities on the Prom, and during World 
War II, commandos were trained here. 


2 Big dunes 


Running east-west across the isthmus are two sets of 
huge dunes, locally known as the Nobbies and Big 
Hummock. They run across the north-south orientation 
of most of the other dunes. In the days when there was 
a cattle station on the isthmus, these dunes were used 
as a lookout for spotting cattle during mustering times. 


Before the promontory became a national park, cattle 
grazed over much of the area. But the enthusiasm of 
botanists and field naturalists forthe outstanding scenery 
led to the Victorian government establishing a major 
national park in 1905. 


Additions since then, including the Yanakie Isthmus 
and many of the offshore islands, have brought the total 
area to almost 49,000 hectares. 


Five Mile Road 

This track leads to Five Mile Beach and the northern 
sections of the car park. Cars can only go as far as the 
start of Millers Landing Nature Walk (2.4km), which 
leads through banksia woodlands to mudflats and 
mangroves, with good views of Corner Inlet. 


The Gums 

This is a pleasant place to have a picnic. The big 
eucalypts here are Manna Gums. A short walking track 
takes you further into this sandy country; if you have 
time, stroll along the track and have a closer look at the 
plants and animals. 


The predominant trees and shrubs are Coast Banksia, 
Drooping She-oak, Swamp Paperbark, Coast Tea-tree 
and Coast Wattle, all well adapted to the infertile sandy 
soil and salt-bearing winds of the isthmus. 


The grasslands 

Watch out for kangaroos and emus feeding on these 
open grass plains. Emus, which eat flowers, fruit, grass 
and insects, feed here mostly in winter, and in summer 
move back into the sandhill country. 


On your left, Mt. Vereker at 586 metres is the highest 
point of the Vereker Range which joins the Latrobe 
Range further south. The highest point on the Prom, Mt 
Latrobe (754m), rises on the skyline to the south. 
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Cattle 
To the right are cattle yards which were used for cattle 
mustering at the end of agistment periods. 


Although cattle grazing is not normally permitted in 
national parks, an exception was made in the late 
1960s when the Yanakie Isthmus was offered for 
addition to the park on condition that seasonal grazing, 
which began here in 1852, could continue. 3 


Grazing ceased in February 1992. 


Darby River 
This is a good place to look around or have a picnic 
lunch. It’s usually far less crowded than Tidal River. 

An easy walk of 1km brings you to Darby Beach. Many. 
interesting hours can be spent walking along the cliff- ~ 
backed beach, and for those who like longer walks 
there’s the track to Tongue Point (1'/, hours away). 


On to Tidal River ~ 

As you leave Darby River notice the change in landforms. 
The grey aréas of exposed rock which make up the 
promontory are granite, an igneous rock which started 
out as a molten mass and cooled slowly deep within the 
Earth’s crust. The overlying rock material was eventually 
eroded away to reveal the granite beneath. 


Further along the winding road there are magnificent 
views and walking tracks leading to the most popular 
beaches. We hope you have time to explore some of 
these tracks during your visit - there’s a lot more to the 
Prom than you can see through a car window! 


ey One of a series of self-guided drives 
produced by the Department 
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